MAJOR CHARACTERISTICS

Forestry : The extent of forests works out to
7.6 per cent of the total geographical area of the
district. The forests in the district meet the needs
of the district partially and to a very small extent.
Principal products of the forests are: 1) fodder for
cattle, 2) fuel for domestic and industrial consum-
ption, 3) timber, 4) thorn and brushwood for
fencing, 5) soft wood for packing, 6) bamboo for
basketry and 7) tanning barks for the leather
industry* The minor forest produce are 1) edible
and non-edible fruits, 2) shell-lime, 3) palmyrah
and date trees for thatching, 4) thatch grass and
broom grasses and 5) tamarind and soapnuts for
domestic use and the economic returns thereon
are rather limited.

In view of the poor forest potentialities of the
district, the large scale plantations of quick grow-
ing species like deloaix regia, enerolobium saman,
cassia siumea, cassia fistula, pongamia pinnata and
dalbergia sissoo were planted to meet local fuel
and industrial requirements. There are no research
centres or forest schools in this district.

Minerals and mining : The district is not lack-
ing in mineral resources. The important minerals
of the district are chromite, diamond, iron ore and
limestone.

Chromite : Small deposits of chromite have
been mined in the past in Kondapalle hills and the
adjoining areas but most of the mines have been
closed down due to increased cost of underground
mining and other difficulties. In view of the pre-
sent demand for chromite for Vishakhapatnam
Steel Plant, it may be worthwhile to carry out
detailed exploration by drilling to assess^the grade
and reserves of chromite deposits and to evaluate
their potential for mining and exploitation*

Diamond: Ancient workings for diamond
from the Krishna river gravels below a depth of
5-10 mts. of alluvium are shown to exist along the
bank of the Krishna river around Paritala, Usta-
palle, Kodavatikallu, Ramannapeta, Suravaram,
Kothapeta, Namalipuram, Mogalur and other
places. A detailed exploratioa of the diamoudi-
ferous gravels of the Paritala and other areas is

taken up by the Geological Survey of India to
assess the potentiality of the deposits for economic
extraction by modern methods of mining,

Iron Ore : Most of the iron ore from Jaggay-
yapet area has already been mined and exported
and the mining industry was closed down.

Limestone : Large deposits of cement grade
and flux grade limestones have been found in
Jagga^yapet area and these deposits have been
reserved for exploitation to supply to the require-
ments of blast furnace grade limestone for the
Visbakhapatnam Steel Plant.

Mica : Small deposits of mica have been
worked intermittently by private parties around
Tiruvur. The pegmalities are, however, small and
have not produced any large quantity of mica so
far.

Sulphur: Small quantity of native sulphur
occuring in silts upto a depth of 60 cms. are
known near Kona about 12 kms. from Macnjli-
patnam. Investigation of the occurrence by the
Geological Survey of India earlier has shown that
the deposit is only superficial derived from gypsum
of sea water by the action of sulphur bacteria.

Electricity and power : The Vijayawada The-
rmal Station situated at Ibrahimpatnam (Mylava-
ram Taluk) produces 420 M. W. of power. The cost
of this project is Rs. 170 crores. Foundation was
laid on 30-10-82 for installation of second thermal
station unit with the capacity of 210 M,W.

Land and land use pattern :   The land utilisation
pattern of the district during 1980-81 is as follows:
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1
	Forests
	664
	7,6

2
	Barren and cultivable land
	623
	7.1

3
	Land put to non-agricultural
	1.012
	ML 6-
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4   Cultivable waste

499

5.6